


“…WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT AND BORN OF THE 
VIRGIN MARY…”

▸ “We now come to one of the places, and 
perhaps indeed to the place, at which at all 
times, and even largely within the Christian 
community, offense has been taken.” 

▸ “A noetic utterance is put alongside an 
ontic one.” 

▸ “We want to draw near reverently, so that 
the anxious question, Must we believe 
this? is not the last thing.” 

▸ Barth compares the mystery and the 
miracle of Christmas to the healing of the 
paralytic in Mark 2.



WHY IS IT NECESSARY 
THAT WE PROFESS 
THAT JESUS CHRIST 
WAS CONCEIVED BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND 
BORN OF THE VIRGIN 
MARY?



THE SECOND ARTICLE

▸ “Conceived by the Holy Spirit” 

▸ “The subject of the story of Jesus 
Christ is therefore God himself…
his existence begins with God’s 
special action; as a man is founded 
in God, he is true God.” 

▸ The incarnation is an analogue to 
the creation. With Christ, God does 
not create ex nihilo but within 
creation. 



THE SECOND ARTICLE

▸ “Born of the Virgin Mary” 

▸ “Now the fact is underlined that we are 
on earth.” 

▸ Jesus is True Man: “a man without 
reservation.” 

▸ This clause of the creed is a denial of 
false creeds: Jesus had no father but the 
Father. He starts in the freedom of God 
himself.  

▸ “In the midst of the Old Age, the New 
Humanity begins.”



MYTH BUSTERS

▸ The incarnation is not an ancient myth: 
“This has nothing to do with myths 
narrated elsewhere in the history of 
religion, myths of the procreation of 
humanity by the gods. We have not do 
with procreation here…there is no 
question here of a sexual event.” 

▸ The parallel for the nativity is not 
ancient myths but the Old Testament 
refrain, “And God said…” 

▸ God creates the man, Jesus, by his 
mighty Word upon the ear of Mary.



INCARNATION AS JUDGMENT

▸ The male is excluded and contributes 
nothing to Jesus Christ.  

▸ In choosing the female, “God did not 
choose man in his pride and in his 
defiance…”  

▸ The powerless figure of Joseph is 
God’s reply to the history of man’s 
action in history.   

▸ Mary’s “let it be with me…” is the limit 
to which God will allow us to co-
operate with our salvation. 



“…WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT AND BORN OF THE 
VIRGIN MARY…”

▸ These two clauses express the Gospel claim that 
Jesus Christ is True God and True Human, “The God-
Man.”  

▸ Council in Chalcedon ( 451): 

▸ Attempted to protect the unity of the God-Man 
against heresies, like Docetism, Arianism, 
Nestorianism etc.  

▸ “This is not a parson’s quarrel…”  

▸ Chalcedon was an attempt to protect the mystery 
NOT to solve it — heresies usually happen when we 
try to soften the scandal of the incarnation.  

▸ The Chalcedonian formula: “The unity of the God-
Man is without confusion, without change, and 
without division or separation. 



THE CHALCEDONIAN 
FORMULA:  

“THE UNITY OF THE GOD-MAN IS 
WITHOUT CONFUSION, WITHOUT 
CHANGE, AND WITHOUT DIVISION 
OR SEPARATION. 



THE CHALCEDONIAN 
FORMULA:  

IE,  

JESUS IS NOT SUPERMAN 

HE’S BOTH CLARK KENT AND KAL-
EL IN ONE PERSON



“THE MAN WHO 
REFUSES TO BELIEVE 
THE MYSTERY OF THE 
GOD-MAN SHOULD 
LEAVE IT ALONE.”



SO AGAIN: 

WHY IS IT NECESSARY THAT 
WE PROFESS THAT JESUS 
CHRIST WAS CONCEIVED BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT AND BORN OF 
THE VIRGIN MARY?



WHY IS THE LIFE, 
MINISTRY, AND 
TEACHING OF JESUS 
SKIPPED OVER IN 
THE CREED?



WHY IS THE LIFE, 
MINISTRY, AND 
TEACHING OF JESUS 
SKIPPED OVER IN THE 
CREED? 

CALVIN:  
CHRIST’S LIFE UP TO THE PASSION 
WAS OMITTED BECAUSE IT DID NOT 
PERTAIN TO THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR 
REDEMPTION



THE WHOLE LIFE OF THE MAN JESUS CHRIST COMES UNDER THE 
HEADING “HE SUFFERED”

▸ “A road of manifest ill success he treads!”  

▸ That the life of Christ is not a triumph but 
a humiliation, not a success but a 
failure…reveals the breadth and depth of 
humanity’s rebellion against God: “Jesus 
is born with monsters at his 
manger” (Fleming Rutledge). 

▸ Joy is in view in the Gospel accounts of 
Christ’s life (ex, wedding imagery) but 
Christ’s life is a life of suffering until the 
third day— Jesus weeps but we’re never 
told that he laughs.



“THE SON OF MAN MUST GO UP INTO JERUSALEM…”

▸ “What does this must mean?” 

▸ Here, in the second article and not in the 
first (heaven and earth), the problem of evil 
confronts us directly with “he suffered.” 

▸ The shadow side of existence is indicated 
for the first time— “he suffered” is the 
indication that between God and us 
everything is not at its best. 

▸ The incarnation reveals not only the eternal 
Son but the meaning of evil and sin; that is, 
only by “he suffered” does a definition of 
sin and evil become intelligible.  



INCARNATION UNVEILS EVIL

▸ “Discretion is demanded in all 
descriptions of wickedness and evil as 
being to some extent independent…he 
suffered not from any pattern of 
nature” (103-14).  

▸ “It requires faith to see what suffering is…
everything else is unreal suffering” (104).  

▸ “God suffered man’s attitude to God.” 

▸ “Against you, you only, have I sinned” if 
you’ve not grasped this fundamental sin, 
you don’t understand sin and all 
recognition of our guilt is in vain. 



“HE SUFFERED” 

1. BECAUSE THIS IS THE 
WORLD WE’VE MADE IN 
OUR IMAGE 

2. BECAUSE HE BEARS THE 
WRATH OF GOD HIS 
WHOLE LIFE, FROM 
CRÈCHE TO CROSS



WHAT IS PONTIUS 
PILATE DOING IN THE 
CREED? 

WHY IS PILATE ONE OF 
THINGS WE MUST 
AFFIRM IN FATIH?



PONTIUS PILATE 
ENTERS THE CREED 
“LIKE A DOG INTO A 
NICE ROOM.” 



WHY IS PILATE 
MENTIONED?

1. This did not take place in heaven. 

  



THIS DID NOT HAPPEN IN HEAVEN

▸ The Word became not simply flesh; 
the Word became temporal, 
historical; therefore, we must not 
despair or attempt to escape this 
world.  

▸ In Christ, God enters all of it: “Into 
this alien land…”



WHY IS PILATE 
MENTIONED?

2. All we contribute to our salvation 
is the nails we drive into him. 

  



WHY IS PILATE 
MENTIONED?

3. To make visible the politics of 
Jesus 
  



CONFRONTATION OF KINGDOMS

▸ “under Pontius Pilate…”  

▸ On the one hand, Jesus does not 
dispute the legitimate authority of 
Pilate’s government.  

▸ On the other hand, Jesus does not 
endorse our political 
arrangements.  

▸ Pilate is the concave image— the 
photo negative— of the politics 
God’s Law commends.  



CONFRONTATION OF KINGDOMS

▸ “His duty is to right and wrong…but he 
surrenders the clear law to which he was 
installed to administer…in the name of law 
and order and to preserve his own position 
of power…he becomes the prototype of 
all persecutors…in the person of Pilate, the 
State withdraws from the basis of its own 
existence and becomes a den of robbers, a 
gangster State, the ordering of an 
irresponsible clique.” 

▸ “The passion of Christ becomes the 
unmasking, the judging, the condemnation 
of this Beast, whose name is polis.”



POLITICS IS A GOOD THING

▸ “The power which Pilate has is no 
less given him from above simply 
because he misuses it.” 

▸ The distinction between righteous 
and unrighteous politics. 



WHY IS PILATE 
MENTIONED?

4. To remind us that all politics are 
now subject to Christ. 
  


