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WHY WE’RE TACKLING FAITH LAST

▸ “The fact that we believe can only be a 
priori, a secondary matter, becoming 
small and unimportant in the face of 
what we believe.” 

▸ The “in” in “I believe in…” is the 
critical word. The object of our faith is 
what’s important.  

▸ Other than “I believe…” the creed is 
silent on the subjective experience of 
faith— in this, Barth says, it provides a 
model for all our God-talk and 
worship. 



WHY WE’RE TACKLING FAITH LAST

▸ “Here too it is true that whoso would 
keep his life shall lose it, but whoso 
shall lose it for my sake will gain his 
life. Whoso means to rescue and 
preserve the subjective element of 
faith shall lose their faith, but whoso 
gives it up for the sake of the objective 
faith, shall see it.” 

▸ In other words, by believing in God-
for-me in Jesus Christ, I find myself 
consumed by this object; such that, 
what interests me is not me with my 
faith but He in whom I believe. 



FAITH AS TRUST

▸ “Christian faith is the gift of the 
meeting in which men become free 
to hear the word of grace…” 

▸ Faith is necessarily a gift not an 
accomplishment or attribute 
because the true God must come to 
meet us. We do not have the 
capacity to journey to the true God.
(eg, Moses at the Burning Bush)  

▸ Faith speaks of the God who has 
first addressed us. 



FAITH AS TRUST

▸ And the word with which God 
addresses us, eliciting faith is “I am 
gracious to you.”  

▸ The word of grace is “the central 
concept of all Christian speech.” 

▸ “The word of God is the word of 
his grace because Jesus Christ is 
the Word of grace (3-Fold Form).” 

▸ “That which I do in believing is the 
only thing left to me to do.”



FAITH AS TRUST

▸ “To hold to a word means the word is credible 
to me.”  

▸ Barth contrasts faith with the Devil’s questions. 

▸ “Faith believes the gracious word that is 
Christ; therefore, faith is trust. And trust is the 
act in which you rely on the faithfulness of 
another.”  

▸ Specifically then, faith is trust that you have 
been justified by the faithfulness of Jesus 
Christ for you.  

▸ Generally, faith is trust that this God is there 
for you and to live in this certainty. 



FAITH AS TRUST

▸ “God is hidden to us outside of his 
word, but he is manifest to us in Jesus 
Christ. If we look past this word of 
grace, we should not be surprised if we 
experience errors and disillusionment.” 

▸ “Faith is a final thing…a decision about 
once-for-all…a temporary believer is 
someone who does not know what 
faith is…” 

▸ The biggest challenge to faith is its 
giftedness…we do not want to live by 
grace alone.



FAITH AS TRUST HINTS AT FAITH AS 
CONFESSION (WITNESS)
▸ That God is there for us means “we 

are not left to our waywardness— 
we have his commandments.” 

▸ “The creed is the Gospel and also, 
necessarily, the Law.” 

▸ Though Law, faith always entails 
not a must but a may.  

▸ Faith is trust that Christ has set us 
free to love our neighbor…



FAITH AS KNOWLEDGE 



FAITH IS NOT THE OPPOSITE OF REASON
▸ Just because we cannot know God apart 

from God making himself known does 
not mean faith is not genuine 
knowledge. 

▸ “Church proclamation is language…not 
arbitrary language but language that 
comes forward with the claim to be true.” 

▸ “God reveals actual knowledge to us in 
God’s act of revelation.” 

▸ “Christian faith is rational in the proper 
sense— the creed claims we have 
apprehended something true.”



FAITH AS KNOWLEDGE
▸ Faith is knowledge in two ways: 

▸ 1) The truth of Jesus Christ is, in the 
simplest sense, a truth of facts, ie, the 
Apostles witnessed not to their inner 
feelings or mystical experience of 
Christ but to what they saw and heard. 

▸ 2) To know Jesus Christ is to know him 
as the truth of all things: “The logic of 
the universe became flesh…” “The 
ground and the goal of the entire 
cosmos means Jesus Christ.”



“It is that people who bear crosses are working with 
the grain of the universe. The cross and not the 
sword, suffering and not brute power determines 
the meaning of history and the truth of reality.”

JOHN HOWARD YODER



FAITH IS…

1. Trust that in Jesus 
Christ God is gracious. 

2. Knowledge that Jesus 
Christ is the “grain of 
the universe.”
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What the world can know only 
through the Church’s proclamation 

What is known through scripture 

What is 
known only 
by God’s 
revelation in 
Christ



FAITH AS CONFESSION 
CONFESSION = WITNESS 



FAITH AS CONFESSION
▸ This is where Barth returns to the 

creed as both Gospel and Law 

▸ “The Christian faith is a decision— 
the decision in which people have 
the freedom to be publicly 
responsible for their trust in God’s 
word and for the knowledge of the 
truth of Jesus Christ.” 

▸ “Where faith is there arises a 
proclamation to the world outside 
the communion of believers…”



FAITH AS CONFESSION
▸ The believing congregation cannot 

be “the fellowship of the quiet.” 

▸ “A snail shell’s faith (faith as a 
private matter of heart or 
conscience in which we seek 
sanctuary) is not really faith.”  

▸



FAITH AS WITNESS

▸ “Let us beware of remaining stuck where we are 
and refusing to advance to meet worldly 
attitudes. For instance, in 1933 in Germany there 
was plenty of serious, profound, and living 
Christianity [FAITH AS TRUST] and confession— 
God be praised and thanked! But unfortunately 
this faith of the evangelicals remained 
embedded in the Church [FAITH AS 
KNOWLEDGE] and did not carry over to the 
political attitude demanded at the time [FAITH 
AS WITNESS]; in which it would have become 
clear that evangelicals had to say ‘No!’ No from 
its very roots…Think what would have happened 
had evangelicals at that time expressed its 
Church knowledge in the form of witness…an 
evangelical Church prepared to keep such 
silence a priori condemns itself…”



FAITH IS…
1. Trust that in Jesus Christ 

God is gracious. 

2. Knowledge that Jesus 
Christ is the “grain of the 
universe.” 

3. Lived witness to the person 
and work of Jess Christ. 



THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN

▸ “This is what we believe as the basis for our 
life…the passion and action of Christ on 
the Cross for us is the centering truth of our 
lives.” 

▸ Luther: We cannot believe this apart from 
the work of the Holy Spirit creating faith 
within us.  

▸ God so loved the world that he gave it 
Christians…”The Christian moves in this 
light [the forgiveness of sins] to be a light.” 

▸ “We cannot afford to stop looking back 
whence we came…we live by the 
forgiveness of sins and nothing else.”



IF FORGIVENESS LIES BEHIND US…

▸ Then there is no merit at all in what lies ahead of 
us, “all that we are and have achieved will one 
day be judged as sin.”  

▸ “In the brief hour of our death, we shall still have 
nothing else to say [but the forgiveness of sins].” 

▸ The Holy Spirit bears witness to us of the 
Gospel:  

▸ “For you repentance has been made. And if you 
ask, what service can I give, how I can frame my 
life in fellowship with God, let the answer come 
to you that the expiation for your life has already 
been made and your communion with God 
completed…baptism tells you that that death on 
Golgotha was also your death.”



WE’RE NOT WORTHY
▸ Reconciliation is an exchange: 

▸ “God now takes over the responsibility for us. We are now his 
property, and he has the disposal of us. Our own unworthiness 
affects us no longer. We may now live by the fact that he does 
it. Which means not a passive but an extremely active 
existence. If we may use an image, we may think of a child 
drawing an object. He does not succeed with it. Then the 
teacher sits down in the child’s place and draws the same 
object. The child stands beside him and just looks on as the 
teacher draws the fine object. That is justification— God 
accomplishing in our place what we cannot accomplish. I have 
been pushed off the tiny picture; and now if there is still 
anything to be said against me, why, it no longer concerns me, 
but Him who is sitting in my place. And as for those who have 
to complain about me, the devil and his cohorts and my dear 
fellow men, should they dare to rise against me, why, He is 
sitting in my place. That is is my situation. Thus I am acquitted 
and may be wholly joyful because the accusations cease to 
come home to me. The righteousness of Jesus Christ is my 
righteousness. That is the forgiveness of sins.”



CAN WE LIVE BY THE 
FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
ALONE? 



AS THOUGH THERE’S ANYTHING ELSE

▸ As though this were a passive thing: 

▸ “By this too we shall be judged, about 
this the Judge will one day put the 
question, Did you live by grace, or did 
you set up gods for yourself and perhaps 
want to be one yourself? Have you been 
a faithful servant with nothing to boast 
of? In that case, you are accepted; for 
then surely you have been merciful as 
well…forgiven debtors…comforted…
been a light…and surely your works have 
been good works, which flow from the 
forgiveness of sins…”



RESURRECTION 
OF THE BODY AND 
THE LIFE 
EVERLASTING
Christian Hope vs. Heathen 
Hope 

Eucharist as Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb


